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only recently married and their family soon grew* Besides
daughters they had no less than five sons: the fourth of
these was to be the future Pope.
The father was not lucky with his factory for it soon
went bankrupt, but he was able to obtain work m other
factories, work that kept: him from starvation, but never in
a position to do very much for his children or to provide
more than the most elementary education* In those days
there were no communal schools, and for many years an
old priest called Don Guiscppi VoluntJcH gave private
tuition to the children. Francesco was only able to afford
to pay for one year's education for each of his children,
and so the eldest son went to work on the railways rising
in later life to become, the station master of the Northern
Railway, ati Milan.
The next; two sons went into their father's trade* the
silk business, but the fourth son showed a determination to
study and there seemed no reason why he should not
become a priest* since for many generations the Rattts
had had priests in their family. One of them was Fran-
cesco's brother, Dom Damtano Ralii, after whom the
future Pope was given hh second name, who was priest at
Asso, which is tm the mountain slopes near-by, and the
good man paid for the further education of his nephew and
got him into a seminary. At first the boy was allowed to
stay on with the old priest in Desio and to spend his
holidays in Asso, Before he was ten years old it seemed
fairly certain that he was going to carry on the family
tradition of becoming a priest. He entered the Junior
Seminary and thence passed on to the larger Seminary at
Monza, Later he went to the Archbishops1 College In
Milan, where he spent three years as a theological student.